BOOK REVIEW

Bats of Puerto Rico: An Island Focus and a Caribbean Per-

spective. M. R. Gannon, A. Kurta, A. Rodriguez-Duran,

and M. R. Willig; illustrated by J. Martz. 2005. Texas

Tech University Press, Lubbock, Texas, USA (copy-

ight holder for the world outside the West Indies).
0-89672-551-0 (paperback) xv+239 pp. US $25.00

Thethud.idlonpsl of the book is devoted
accounts incl localities, cranial illus-
mm,hlmg\nl(ﬁnghsh Spanish) common names,
and a a of new data. All this is superb by itself,
but the delightful drawings of bat faces in three-
quarters profile make these accounts exceptional. The
Mdm«m:smqm&sbrﬂhmtmwphyﬂus
wings hed probably by the hands of
a researcher, and appannl‘y in distress. The Car-
ibbean edition (University of the West Indies Press,
Kingston, Jamaica, ISBN 976-640-175-6) seems to have
a better picture of Artibeus jamaicensis on the cover.
The photos portraying Puerto Rican landscapes, a
cave, bat-like archeological artifacts, six bats and, re-
markably, aboam&!actofswaﬂmvmgmbophyﬂa
would look better on glossy paper. Regardless, these
13 bat species have ma.wedsud\a thorough treat-
ment here that one can only wish for many more

cause they 4 d by Dooks as beautifully illustrated as this.

\gregating in ,in cave colonies, while Ah'dduphrmcaservaha\hxghhghlsthepm
oﬂ\ersmnfbwetsand seeds, thus help- bal that bat POP . .
ing restore local forests. The people of the bodndyﬂ‘wbkb produs qwdly- de-ranging
have duly taken notice, bats in the folktak on few roosts. Climate change
and readily making use of their sabmﬂﬁunlhsdmp«hapsunphedmlhe

It is hard to envision a si field book mention of hurricanes, or because habitat degradation

to span decades of work on bat biology and at the
same time provide insights into the natural history,
landscape, and culture of Puerto Rico. Gannon and

thors have

i

de Cuba (Silva-Taboada 1979) is out of print and was
published before most undergraduate students were
even born. As it stands, Bdsof?mfok:mmllhkdy

mndammmntﬂmnauoh&'lhunm

is regr ical ec both insular and
: 1 will suffer d under all climate

dul\geswummwummnwahtsﬂntkshr

tropical storms have already b more ¢

of hurricanes is greater
Mmmmrdedhlsbfy alkmlmpanbecanseof
2005). Although
babl bevu\dd\escopeo(u\ebook.msmporhm

become an instant classic among p
amateur naturalists, andlmshle\'mmsputamw
wave of ecotourism to that part of the world.

The book begins by reviewing the natural history of
Puerto Rico and, more generally, the ecological bioge-
omphyddwCanbbeannmesndsd\elyptal

of the i

tion explores bat community wnﬂ\unusual
depth. The hypothesis that a core community of An-
tillean bats has been structured around food re-
sources, while being shaped by hurricanes and the
caves that provide shelter from them, is an original
idea that some readers will encounter here for the first
time (Rodriguez Durin and Kunz 2001). Right from

bpomlouuhalman of the threats to bats are syn-
ergistic with climate . For example: the sprawl
Ii\nhgmemsmmralluhhseverywlrnnsuallym
phmsmtunhegmhonaarbonsmk.wn&ahnd
scape where people b pendent on
fossil fuels for transportation. The fragmented habitat
is also more vulnerable to fire. The cumulative effect is
to magnify the production of greenhouse gases,
threatening the survival of the ecosystems that sup-
port both bats and us.

The final sections of the volume are with
information that will be helpful to all sorts of Car-
ibbean biologists: a di key, cranial and

the start the book is infused with a local perspective
that is often lacking in field guides designed by and
for foreign researchers. The advantages of this ap-
proach are apparent throughout, but they are more
ob\-nousmdnsa.lss:omonﬂ\emkofbatsmpm-
Columt porary Puerto Rican culture.

ag a list of plants bats
fecdon.ahslolbaledopansles summary of
h:yolopaldah,andagbssary'n\sedehik.evi-
of the auth
roundupa wpreh and th hi
bookambasmsanchntsofMoRxmsm
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Tl'-eseal\dchapttrbahncssuch of the

P I and, at US $19.95 for
the rback, accessible to scholars throughout the

links between humans and bats with stand "ac~

'_: world. Buy it now lest we have to wait

counts of bat biology. Here the authors di the
ts.aunmgmmtsmpubksm

mmmmryfotﬁ\emlmlla\lbookon
Caribb

myths surrounding
port for bat protection. Wi
headlines, soenhstsmustofkranhcmlmmtof
the health risks associated with bat populations. The
authors achieve this, although a stemer warning about
(otpeopieworkmg
(p-49) s

rabies i
wnhba(sﬂun “should id
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